
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Jennifer Rehg         

Department: Anthropology        Phone Number: (618) 650-3843 

E-mail Address: jrehg@siue.edu                     Campus Box: 1451 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

  If “yes,” in which course?  ANTH 483 

  If “yes,” for how many credit hours? 3 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Anthropology Lab, PH 0403 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The project is a continuation of research occurring in fall 2015 and spring 2016. The project involves identifying and 

analyzing small animal bones collected from the base of a Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) nest in the Uinta 

Basin, Utah. The bones are an accumulation over an unknown period of time, but minimally multiple nesting 

seasons. There are hundreds of individual skeletal fragments representing at least three different small mammal 

species and an as yet unknown number of individuals in the collection. The project is relevant to better 

understanding diet and ecology of the Great Horned Owl, which is a widespread raptor that has a diet that varies 

geographically. It also has taphonomic applications (the study of processes affecting organisms after death); research 

on the patterns of bone accumulations by living animals is important in understanding fossil assemblages in the 

paleontological record. A goal of the project is to prepare a professional presentation and a publishable manuscript 

with the student(s) as coauthors. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The student involved with this project will be identifying, and cataloging the bones collected from the owl nest 

location. This will include information on the taxonomic affiliation (genus and or species) of the mammal remains, 

age status (adults vs juveniles) based on skeletal development, and sides of elements to determine minimum 

numbers of individuals present. In addition, the degree of fragmentation of the remains will be scored to characterize 

the types of damage owls do to the bones of prey in the process of feeding. This information will be used to identify 

taxonomic trends in the owl's diets (the types of animals they are eating), as well as the types of skeletal elements 

that are preserved and patterns of damage.The student will also be assisting with literature research on owl ecology 

and taphonomic processes.  Student(s) will be entering data records into Excel and doing descriptive analyses on the 

sample. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
-Recognition and understanding of the anatomical structure of mammal skeletons, and features for taxonomic 

identification. 

-Ability to use published resources and comparative collections to identify animal bones. -Understanding of and 

ability to apply standard techniques and analyses used for research on bone/fossil assemblages. 

-Increased proficiency with use of Excel as a database platform, as well as for performing descriptive statistics, and 

table and figure construction. 
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Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

The Anthropology Lab is open during normal working hours (8:00 AM to 4:30 PM) Monday through Friday, although 

lab hours may be extended potentially to 6:00 PM. The student needs to be available to work in the lab during these 

periods, but the specific days and times can be determined based on the student's schedule. 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades.[E.g., I require my 

students to have taken PSYC 220 and 221 and have earned at least a B in both]  

N/A 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Useful experience, previous classes, and skills include: mammalogy, zooarchaeology, osteology, use of Excel. 

 

 

 
 


